
SERIES HOST

Ralph B. Everett, Esq.
President and CEO, Joint 
Center for Political and 
Economic Studies

A native of Orangeburg, SC, Everett has a 30-
year track record of pioneering leadership in 
the nation’s capital, having served in the 1980s 
as Staff Director and Chief Counsel of the U.S. 
Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and 
Transportation, and subsequently for more 
than 17 years as a partner at the international 
law firm of Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker. 
His visionary plan of action is designed to 
strengthen the effectiveness and visibility of the 
Joint Center’s work through its institutes and 
initiatives on critical issues like Climate Change.

FEATURED PANELISTS

Michael K. Dorsey Ph.D. 
Moderator
Visiting Scholar, 
Joint Center for Political 
and Economic Studies 
Climate Change Initiative

Dorsey is assistant professor in Dartmouth 
College’s Environmental Studies Program and 
the Director of its Climate Justice Research 
Project. He is a co-founding board member 
of Islands First—a multilateral negotiating 
capacity-building organization for small island 
developing states facing disproportionate 
threats from unfolding climate change, and co-
contributor to the new edition Climate Change, 
Carbon Trading and Civil Society: Negative 
Returns On South African Investments (2008). 

Leslie G. Fields, Esq.
National Environmental 
Justice and Community 
Partnerships Director, 
Sierra Club and Member, 
Commission to Engage 
African Americans on 
Climate Change 

Fields is National Environmental Justice 
Director for the Sierra Club and an adjunct 
law professor at Howard University School of 
Law, co-teaching international environmental 
law and co-coordinating the Environmental 
Law Clinical Externship. She focuses on the 
intersection of international environmental 
justice, democracy, corporate and civic 
governance and globalization. 

Arjun Makhijani, Ph.D.
President, Institute for 
Energy and Environmental 
Research

A recognized authority on energy issues, 
Makhijani is the author and co-author of
numerous reports and books on energy 
and environment-related issues. He was the 
principal author of the first study of the energy 
efficiency potential of the U.S. economy, and is 
the author of Carbon-Free and Nuclear-Free: A 
Roadmap for U.S. Energy Policy (2007). 

Daniel J. Weiss
Senior Fellow and Director 
of Climate Strategy, Center 
for American Progress

Weiss, an expert in energy and environmental 
policy; legislative strategy and tactics; and 
advocacy communications, leads the Center’s 
clean energy and climate advocacy campaign. 
Previously, he oversaw campaign efforts by 15 
major national environmental organizations 
working to oppose anti-environmental 
legislation and was chief strategist and lobbyist 
for legislative campaigns around the Clean Air 
Act, the Clean Water Act, the Food Security Act 
and budget bills for the Sierra Club.

CRITICAL ISSUES IN CLIMATE CHANGE 
SPEAKERS SERIES

CLIMATE CHANGE INITIATIVE

Research – Empowerment – Engagement

THE GREEN ECONOMY AND CLEAN ENERGY: 
IMPLICATIONS FROM THE GULF OIL SPILL

Thursday, June 17, 2010  |  8:30 am -10:30 am  
Columbus Room at Union Station

In light of the ongoing oil leak in the Gulf of 
Mexico, Americans are more strongly focused 
than ever on national energy policy. Recently, 
U.S. Senators Kerry and Lieberman introduced 
climate and energy legislation—the American 
Power Act—that proposes to transform our 
economy, set us on the path toward energy 
independence and improve the quality of 
the air we breathe. The legislation purports 
to create millions of good jobs that cannot 
be shipped abroad and launch America into 
a position of leadership in the global clean 
energy economy.

It is critical for key stakeholders to be aware 
of the implications of this proposed legislation 
and its potential impact on communities, 
especially those affected by the BP oil spill in 
the Gulf region. Join us for an informative 
panel discussion to better understand the 
critical policy issues that will be debated and 
how this legislation proposes to create jobs 
and set America on a course toward energy 
independence and economic resurgence. 
 

DATE:     Thursday, June 17, 2010

TIME:     8:30 a.m.- 10:30 a.m.

LOCATION:   Columbus Room at Union Station  
  50 Massachusetts Ave., NE
  Washington, DC 20002

AGENDA

Registration opens and continental 
breakfast will be available at 8:30 a.m.

9:00 a.m. - 9:15 a.m.
Welcome and Opening Remarks

9:15 a.m - 10:00 a.m.
Panel Discussion

10:00 a.m. - 10:25 a.m.
Q&A with Audience

10:25 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Closing Comments

Limited seating.
This is a free seminar.

Registration required no later than 
Wednesday, June 16 at 12 noon.

Please Note:  All participants are required 
to register individually.

ABOUT THE CRITICAL ISSUES SPEAKERS SERIES

The Joint Center is the nation’s leading public 
policy research institution focusing on issues 
of concern to African Americans and other 
communities of color. In honor of its 40th 
Anniversary, the Joint Center is excited to  
begin a series of conversations on pressing 
issues related to climate change. 

The Critical Issues in Climate Change Speakers 
Series is a project of the Joint Center’s Climate 
Change Initiative, an effort to understand 
the impacts that climate change will have 
on African American communities, to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and ensure that 
energy policies are fair to all Americans.

ABOUT THE JOINT CENTER

The Joint Center for Political and Economic 
Studies is one of the nation’s leading research 
and public policy institutions and the only one 
whose work focuses primarily on issues of 
particular concern to African Americans and 
other people of color. 

Since its founding in 1970, the Joint Center 
has made important contributions to every 
major policy debate. Today, the Joint Center 
continues to be a trusted source of information 
on the nation’s critical issues—health and 
health care equity, economic security, energy 
and climate change, digital opportunity 
and innovation, and civic engagement and 
governance. 

Through high-quality research, distinctive 
analysis of the issues and experience in 
assembling effective coalitions, the Joint 
Center is generating innovative, practical 
solutions to America’s most challenging issues.

To learn more, visit www.jointcenter.org.
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